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m. PERCUSSION FAMILY
l includes a vast range of
instruments, which pr oduce

RATTLES

sounds when struck, scraped,
or shaken.
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amelans

EXAMPLES OF GAMELANS

JAVANESE A ND BALINESE
GAME LanS

l::j@
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AMELAN 1S THE NAME given by

JFindonesians to their traditional
orchestra, consisting of a matched
set of tuned gongs, gong chimes,
metallophones, and drums. All the
instruments of a particular gamelan
are made by the same craftsmen,
who decorate them in a similar
stvle, and thev are alwavs plaved
together. The music is based on
repetitve melodic patterns
intricately interwoven among the
different instruments. The gamelan
dates back over 1300 vears, and in
Java is still assoaated with ancient
rituals and court ceremonies. In
the 16th century, some Javanese
noblemen introduced the gamelan
to the nearby island of Bali, where
it flourtshed in a variety of forms.
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"I‘ HE GAMELAN INSTRUMENTS can be divided
into four main groups - those playing the

basic melody, such assarons and a slentem: those
decorating the melody, or playing a contrasting
tune, such as bonangs and genders: those
controlling the speed and rhythm of the music,

such as the kvnd;mg: and those punctuati ng

KENDANG

melodic phrases, such asthe gongs. The
examples shown here are Javanese, but all these
instruments have similar Balinese equivale nts.
@ JaviNESE G AMELAN

Two svstems of mning = the slendro (Fivetone) and
pelog (sevenstone) = exist witlhin each gamelan. While
more restrained than the Balinese sivle, the Javanese
gamelan creates a music of wonder tal sonony,

SARON
GONG AGENG

09 EALINESE GAMELAN

Balinese metallophones are used in pairs, with one
tuned shightly higher than the other. Used wgether, this
produces a “beat” ettectwhich, when heard across
several different octaves at the same e, gives the

. . e . x . BEONANG
Balinese gamelan is distine tively shimmenng resonance.
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EXAMPLES OF STEEL BANDS

CALYFSO AND
QORCHESTRAL BANDS

STEEL BAND chiefly consists

of instruments produced from
5h-gallon o1l drums. The superb
musical properties of these drums
were first realized in the 194()s,
when it was discovered that by
carefully cutting, treating, and
tuning the heads of the oil drums,
attractive percussion instruments
could be made at verv small cost.

Since then, the sound of the steel

band has become familiar far
bevond the Eastern Caribbean
islands of Trinidad and Tobago
where it originated. Wherever they
exist, steel bands tend to be an
important focus for the social and
cultural life of the community,
producing the jovous sounds
associated with traditional carnivals.
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CALYPSO AND ORCHESTRAL BAND

HE TRADITIONAL STEEL BAND »)"'
has three main types of drums: ORUM KIT ¢ =
the shallowest wenor pans play the %
S

melody. while the larger rthythm and

bass pans - which have tewer notes, Bt
ot deeper pitch - inject rhythm and
harmony. To increase the range ot
the band’s color and texture. other
instruments are added. These include
tambourines, maracas. and congas,

TAMEOURINE

o

MaRACHS

which emphasize the rhythm and
compliment the sound of the pans.

&4 caLveso

Bands tend 10 relv on steel droms 1o play
calvpsos (traditional West [ndian ballads),
but other instroments are of en added.

X CONGAS
63 ORCHESTRAL ARRANGEMENT

Arrangements of popular classical works
make valuable additons 1o a steel band's
more tradinonal range of music., STEEL DRUMS
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DIXIELAND BAND

T"E TRUMPET (OR CORNET) projectsa clear,  lay down a bright, constant two-heat chythm.
singing melody. The clarinet and trombone  These are the (uﬁquc hallmarks of the

weave harmony lines around it To keep your traditional Dixieland sound. which originared
foot tapping, the banjo, piano, bass, and drums  in New Orleans during the 1920, :
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TROMEONE CLARINET L PLAY | Bass

Firehouse Five plus Two: "Ar a Georgia Camp Meeting.’
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STOMP OUT LOUD

[AP DOGS
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